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PREFACE 


H E Author of the following Diſcourſe took 


the moſt publick Opportunity that offered to 


apply a Remedy to, what he judges to be, one 
of the greateſt Evils amongſt Proteſtant Diſ< 
ſenters in the Neighbourhood in which he preach- 
ed it. 5 | 


As before the Preaching of it, ſo #pon a Re- 
view, He judges the Diſcourſe to be upon a Sub- 
ject of great Importance; that it was treated 
in a way fit to open Mens Minds, to calm their 
Paſſions, and to correct their Manners; and that 
it was highly proper to the Occaſion, as the E- 
vils, whoſe Reformation was attempted, are 


De ry Spreading, and Very Miſchievous. 


The Juſtice of the Diſcourſe the Author is an- 
ſwerable for; but the Succeſs of it he leaveth 


to God and the Conſciences of thoſe who heard 


zt, or ſhall read it. 


A 2 If : 


Le ER ee aa ed a EE. 


35 ow left to the Tudgme 
- LInbyaſſed Reader; who per 


(iv 


2 it be any ways wrons ; if any falſe Prin- 

iples are laid down, or any Concluſions ill drawn ; 

if improper Reflettions are made, or any unſuit- 
able Advice given, or an unbecomirg Temper be- 
tray d; the Author will readily attend to any 
_ in a friendly way, ſhall point them oat. 


But if the Diſcourſe be juſt and right, then if 
any Chriſtians were diſpleaſed at it,» when deli- 
vered, or ſhall grow angry upon Reading it; they 
certainly mut be in the wrong. And the Au- 


thor can only lament it, to ſee Chriſtian People 


fo far in the wrong, as to be unwilling to be 
ſet right, m__ even to ſhew Marks of ee. | 


againſt any who | Jha attempt tt. 
A, the Diſcourſe was well inten K. calmly, 
 Jeriouſly and tenderly delivered, the A "ke 


Ain all who can indure 


it wi — muc 


ko hear the Truth; ny whether the Preacher, 


or diſpufted Hearths ave more worthy of Blame, 


3 of ever EB and 
2 4 that 


Ide only Ground of ſome Rt, diſpleaſure at 
_ this Diſcourſe was, I __ there was over much 
Truth in it. 
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PHIL. i. 27, 28. 
ib one mind, ſtriving tage- 
ther for the faith of the Goſpel ; 
And in nothing terriſied by your 
Adverſaries : 1 


ud Jux curaba hic, 77 * Tz zucy file: 
Kat A ,uuben ot under! d F Ale 


who hath an exprefs Commiſſion to'preach 


8 T. Paul is the Firſt, if not the only Apoſtle; 
to the Gentiles. Acts ix. 15. ch. Xii. oh 


XXii. 22. The other Apoſtles did not underſtand 
theirs to bEſextenſive. Beſides his general Com- 
miſſion, he Nad an extraordinary particular Cal 
to go and afford Help to the Souls in Maceds- 
nia. Acts xvii. When he came to Philippi (a 
City of the firſt part of Macedonia, ver. Caftilits. 
12.) He had very ſmall ſucceſs. ver. 13. Nay, 
he was very ill treated for his Pains and Cou- 
rage, ver. 22. Afterwards, thro” the ſurprizing 
Converſion of the Jaylor, his Succeſs was more 
conſiderable. A Chriftian Church was-planted 
here, who were more reſpectful to St. Pau, thah 
| | many 


many others who were richer, chap. iv. 15. St. 
Paul is now in Priſon for preaching Truths very 
- Unacceptable to the Fews, and quite croſs to 
ſome of their darling Notions. The Philippiaus 
hearing of it, ſent Epaphroditus with a Preſent 
as far as Rome, to relieve the ſuffering Apoſtle 
in his Bonds. Phil. iv. 14---18. By Epaphrodi- 
tus St. Paul writes back to them this Epiſtle; and 
at the ſame time writes that to the Coloſſians and 
the Laodiceans (calld the Epiſtle to the Ephe- 
fans) They are all wrote with one View, to 
prevent the Chriſtian Churches from being cor- 
rupted and divided by Jewiſh Chriſtians, who 
inſiſted on Circumciſion and liſting under Moſes, 
in order to the Gentiles being baptized into 
Chriſt, and acknowledged as Subjects of his 
Kingdom. In theſe two Verſes, the Apoſtle re- 
commends to his dear Philippians. 

1. A Converſation becoming the Goſpel; ſuit- 
able to the Light and Law of the Goſpel; and 
ſuitable to the Grace, Aids, and Incouragements 
of the Goſpel. For a Goſpel Converſation is the 
beſt, it is the only Credible Evidence we can give 
of a Goſpel-Faith. He who liveth as the Goſpel 
Tequireth and directeth, this is the Chriſtian and 
this only who believeth as the Goſpel revealeth 
 andreporteth. 
Or, An Orthodox Life, is the only Proof of an 
Orthodox Faith. 1 John ii. 3. And hereby we 
do know that we know him, if we keep his Com. 
*mandments. He who liveth ill; in his greateſt 
Intereſts, he thinks, he believes ill. St. Paul 
recommends, | 


- 


2. An 


_— .- 3 
2. An Unanimous, ſteady Adherence to the 
Chriſtian Religion, to the Truth revealed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and by him his Apoſtle; which he calls 
the Faith of the Goſpel. Tho, as it ſtands con- 
need, this ſeemeth not ſo much a diſtin Duty, 
as a Branch and Explication of the Former. 
Only let your Converſation be as becometh the 
Goſpel of Chriſt; that whether I come and ſee you, 
ef 1 or be abſent, 1 may hear of your Affairs, that ye 
ſtand faſt in one Spirit (with a Unity of Spirit,) 
with one Mind, (wi dux with one Soul, one 
Temper, one Affection, in a loving, friendly, u- 
nited Manner, ) /#riving together * the Faith 
of the Goſpel. Thoſe great Goſpel Truths I 
have preach'd to you. e, wreſtling toge> 
ther, as Men who ftrive for Victory. heap 
In nothing terrified, wn wvgouwn, not frighted 
or ſtartled by the big and hard Words, or the 
uncharitable terrifying Sentences of your Ad- 
verſaries ＋˙7 Oppeſers, thoſe who ſtand up 
for the old Jewiſh Religion, the Decrees of 
'their Councils, the Opinions of their Anceſtors, 
in Oppoſition to the Goſpel St. Paul had preach- 
ed. Which to them is an evident Token of Per- 
dition; that is, your re jecting the Doctrine of 
the Church, and adhering to that of St. Paul, 
your Adverſaries, your Oppoſers will conſtrue 
as an evident Token that you are a reprobate 
People, and will certainly be damn'd, tor deny- 
ing ſuch fundamental Doctrines as the Jewwſh 
Tealots have long held and wou'd impole on 
cthers. , 
Mate here, It has been an antient 


” Practiſe 


Practiſe for Church-Bigots, and Orthodox Zea- 
lots to make many Fundamentals in Religion, 
many Conditions of Salvation, which God never 
made ſo; and then to miſcall, curſe, excommy- 
nicate and damn thoſe who do not believe and 
en le ſübmit to them. We wiſh there were 
Fires n He no Inſtances of a like Temper in any 
Chriſtian Church. However we hope this An- 
ti-chriſtian Spirit will not haunt the Chriſtian 
Church much longer.—-But ts you of Salvation, 
and that of God. The ſteadineſs of the Philip- 
Piant, to the Truth of the Goſpel, and their 
ſuffering in this Cauſe, ver. 19. was an Eviden 
warranted by God, that they ſhou'd be ſa ved. 
_ Note hence. That an impartial and ſteady Ad- 
herence to Chriſt's Goſpel, to the Truths ot God, 
in Heart and Life; that is, ſerious and diligent 
Inquiry after Truth; Imbracing what, upon fair 
Examination, appears to be the Truth of God, 
and the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and /iving according 
to it; together with Courage and Faitl fulneſs to 
ſuffer for it, is an evident Token of Salvation to 
ſuch Chriſtians. 

Nor ought the wild and harſh Sentences, and 
the Violent Oppoſition of Enemies, Neighbours 
or Brethren diſcourage them from going on in 
that Road, pointed out to them by God. But 
to enter into the Heart of our Text, I ſhall, 


I. Lead your Attention to the Prize to be con- 
tended for; to the noble Object of a Chriſ- 
tian's Striving. The Faith of the Geſpel. 


II. 


—— &@ »# & 


um) 


II. Dire& your Thoughts to the Means of 

_ preſerving this Faith; and to the Manner 

ot defending it, due from Chriſtians. Striv- 
ing together with one Soul. 


III. Help you to take a View of that Con- 
ſiancy of Mind which ſo well becomes a 
Cauſe fo noble, as the Truths of God, and 

ol the Goſpel. In nothing terrified by your 
Oppoſers. | 


I. Attend to the Prize to be contended for, 
or the Object of a Chriſtian's ſtriving, ., % 
The Faith of the Goſpel, or with evan» We. 
gelick Fidelity*. 

I. By the Faith of the Goſpel St. Paul chiefly 
intends, That great Truth then ſo warmly op- 
|» poſed, © That the Gentiles were Fellow-heirs 

„with the Jews, and might be received into 

* the Kingdom God was ſetting up under 

© his Son, without their firſt entering under 

* Moſes, and becoming Jews.” | 

Not one of the Apoſtles had yet ventur'd to 
preach any ſuch Doctrine; ſo inconſiſtent with 
the Opinions of the Few: Church ;---till God 
ſent St. Paul upon this bold Errand ;---for doing 
which the Few Bigots knock'd bim down, 
and ſeveral Times indanger'd his Life. Acts 
xiii. 14. xxi. 22. And for which He was now 
a Priſoner in Rome. This was the My/tery bid 
From Ages, thro? all the Jewiſh Ages. It was a 
Fundamental Truth as to the Gentile Converts, 


B Gal. 
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1 Tim. vi. 3, 4. 


( 10 ) 


Gal. v. 2.—Yet the Tewiſh Chriſtians treated it | 


as a moſt fundamental Error; and taught juſt 
the contrary as a fundamental Truth---1hat ex- 
cept a man (a Gentile) was circumciſed, he could 
not be ſaved. Acts vx. 1. And many Thouſands 
of Jews, who believed, and became true Chriſ- 
tians, yet were {till zealous of the Late, and con- 
tinued Diſciples of Moſes. Acts xxi. 20, 21. 
Hence you may learn theſe two ſe ful Leſſons. 
(I.) That it is poſſible for good Men to be- 
lieve, preach, and to impoſe upon Others, as fun- 
damental Truths, very great Errors. This was 
the great Engine of diviſion, which tore the 
Church in its Intancy ; and harh been Satan's 
chief Engine to ſplit the Church in all Ages. 
It is pity that good Men ſhou'd ever be drawn 
to manage the Devil's Engine.---By coining new 
Fundamentals in Religion; and forcing their 
Opinions on their Brethren, as the Faith of the 


| Goſpel, tho? thoſe Opinions have at length ap- 


pear'd to be great Errors. Conſequently you 


may learn, 


 (2.) That a great many, and thoſe, in their 
Nature and Tendency, very hurtful Errors, may 
yet conſiſt with Chriſtianity, with being real 
Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt; or, in other Language, 
may conſiſt with Grace. Here are Believers in 


- Jeſus Chriſt practiſing the Ceremonies of the 


Jewiſh Law.--Nay fo far miſtaken, thro? their 
Bigottry and bliad Zeal, as to call thoſe He- 
reticks, and to exclude them from Salvation, 
who did not belicve and practiſe as themſelves. 


I cou'd 


33 
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(11) 

I cou'd name ſeveral very great Errors, and 
of a very bad Tendency which have been held, 
and even practiſed by ſome Proteſtants, who 
yet we hope are very good Men.—For Inſtance. 

1. That human Inventions in Creeds are very 
Jawiul and neceſſary; and this is held by ſome 
who reject human Inventions in Morſbip. 

2. That the holy Scriptures, Werds which 
the Holy Ghoſt has indited, are not ſufficient to 
try Mens Soundneſs in the Faith; but Words 
which Man's Wiſgom has invented and taught 
are more fit. | 

3. That a Man may believe all the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, indeavour to anderſiand it, and live, 
in the main, agreeably to it; and yet be a Here- 
tick, or, not have Faith enough to ſave him. 

4. That Errors are dangerous to a Mans Soul, 
tho? fallen into out of Love to Truth; and un- 


der hearty Indeavours to find it. 


5. That Errors in Judgment, which a Man 
cannot help, are more criminal, than Unchriſ- 
tian Tempers, irregular Paſſions, ill Words, and 
bad Actions, which he may help. 

6. That the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity are in- 
tricate, lie out of the reach of many ; that they 


are hit on by Diat of Learning, or accidentally 


by ſame; while others, who with Uprightneſs 
ſeek after them, yet miſs them. ys 
7. That God requires ſome Men to believe - 


certain Articles, of the Truth of which He ne- 


ver gave them, and by all their Labours they 
could never And ſufficient Evidence. 


B 2 8. That | 


Fe) 


8. That private Chriſtians and Miniſters are 
not to have the free Ute of their own Reaſon, 
and of the Hey Scriptares; but are olliged to 
underſtand them as their Fathers did; tho' they 
are not able ſo to underſtand them. | | 
9. That a Miniſter of Chriſt ought not to 
preach wv hat he believes the Truth of Jeſus 
Chriſt, or the Faith of the Goſpel, tho' he doth 
it with ever ſuch Fairneſs, Calmneſs, Modeſty 
and Candour, if hereby he depart from the 
"Syſtems, Articles, and Catechiſms receiv'd in 
the Church. 

10. That People and Miniſters may inſiſt on 
ſuch, and ſuch like, Rules of Trial, and ſuch Terms 
of Communion with Others, which they wou'd 
think very unjuſt, if inſiſted on with them. 
11, That very peaceable and upright Men 
may and ought to be puniſhed tor the ſincereſt 
Opinions, and the moſt conſcientious Practiſes. 
Or, That Men may be hated, abuſed, excom- 
municated, burned for mental Miſtakes, tor un- 
derſtanding their Bible as well as they are able, 
and aQting up to the beſt Light they have. Nay, 
12. That be a Man (a Miniſter) ever fo im- 
partial, diligent and ſerious in ſtudying his Bible, 
pray he ever ſo earneſtly for Light, be he ever 
ö ſo capable of ſeeing Evidence; tho? he believeth 
i every Doctrine he findeth in his Bible, liveth up 
Wl to his Profeſſion, recommendeth Holinels---Yet 
if he does not aſſent to ſome Human Explica- 
tions of diſſicult Articles.--- He ſhall be judged 
Heretical, be deſerted (denied Pulpits) ſtarved. 


13, That 


(13) 

12. That when a Hearer doth not agree to 
the Sentiments of his Miniſter in ſome contro- 
verted Points, it is lawful tor that Hearer to re- 
preſent his Miniſter as an unſound Man, to fix 
odious Names upon him, to leſſen his Reputa- 
tion, Uſefulneſs and Subſiſtance. ; 

14. That Candor and Juſtice are not due to 
an Erroneous Brother; That the moſ? funda» 


mental Law in Chriſt's Kingdom, that of Love, 


and doing 2s we wou'd be done by, may be 


lawfully broke towards a Man, as ſoon as we 


fancy, tho? very erroneouſly, that he believeth 
not the Truth. | 
- Theſe I hope, my Brethren and Friends! you 
will all acknowledge are ſome of the moſt dread- 
ful Errors Men can fall into, of the moſt ruin- 
ous Tendency. Yet I fear ſome Proteſtants 
have imbraced them, and acted up to the full 
Force of them. Therefore our Note or Interence 
ſtands upon too ſtrong a Footing. That great 
Errors may conſiſt with Grace.---Let this teach 
us all Candor towards our moſt miſtaken Bre- 
thren.---Yet let us Arm our Hearts againſt the 
Influence of all the foregoing Errors, ſo injuri- 
ous to all Society, ſo diſhonourable to the Chriſ- 
tian Church, and ſo contrary to the Faith of 
the Goſpel, and which have done more Miſ- 
chief than any other Errors. 'I hus much for 
0% 75 Senſe of that Phraſe, the Faith of the 
Goſpel. 
. By the Faith of the Goſpel, I think we 
ought now to underſtand all the Principal Truth 


of the Goſpel, 
yen Now 
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(14) 


Now the Principal Truths of the Goſpel 


reach'd, during the Hiſtory of the Acts, to the 
Jews, were, that Jeſus ot Nazareth was their 


Promiſed Meſſiah, and that by Repentance of 


their Sin of Crucitying the Prince of Life, and by 


Acceptance of him as Prince and Saviour, they 


ſhould receive Remiſſion of Sins, and Life ever- 
laſting.” - As ii. 3, 10. 


The Principal Truths of the Goſpel, during 


the ſame Period, as to the Gentiles were, That 
4 Jeſus Chriſt was a Prophet or Preacher ſent 


4 trom God; that upon their forſaking their I 
% dolatries and wicked Lives, and Complyance 


with the Goſpel, they ſhould be pardon'd thro? 


“ Chriſt, and obtain a Part in the future Reſur- 
4 rection to Life.“ Acts 17. Theſe are, I think, 
all the Points that were fundamental to Chriſ- 
tianity at that Day. Rom. 10, 9. Nor perhaps 
will it be eaſy to prove, that more than theſe 
are nom eſſential or fundamental in the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, Namely, 

That we acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt to be 
“ {ent trom God. That we ſtudy to know all 


„ his Doctrine and Will. That when we know 


& his Will, we indeavour to do it. John xv, 14. 


But leſt this ſhould not give full Satisfaction on 
' fo great and famous a Point; Tle give you two 
| General Marks or Rules, by which every Man 


may be able to try a Doctrine whether it be a 
Principal Truth of the Goſpel, or a fundamental 


Article of Religion. 


I. If it be a plain one; often repeated in the 
Goſpel, and ſtrongly inſiſted on, as neceſ- 


lary. By 
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(15) | 

By Plain, I underſtand ſuch as do not require 
Learning and Wit to find them out, or great Capa- 
cities to comprehend; but which the Vulgar, Men 
of common Capacity, who are of honeſt Minds, 
and deſirous to learn, may find out. This muſt 
be a good Rule, for the Goſpel was ſent by God, 
and preached by Feſus Chriſt, for the Salvation 
of the Poor and Unlearned. It is therefore it to 
reach that End; therefore, in all neceſſary Points, 
it muſt be ſo plain and intelligible, that poor 
Men, Plow-men, Servants, Day-Labourers, may 
readily find out and underſtand the Senſe. 

That the great Articles of Religion muſt be 
plain, is farther evident from this Argument. 
© That the chief Qualification Chriſt requires in 
his Hearers, as preparative to Truth and Obedi- 
ence is an Floneſt and good Heart. Luke viii. 15. 
Not a clear, or a large Head, but a good aud Hoe 
neſt Heart. That is 

Love to Truth, or the Light of Knowledge. 
Love of Right, or of the Rule of Duty. John 
lit. 19. 20. 21. He cometh to the Light, &c. 
A Willingneſs to learn; my Sheep hear my 
Voice. John x. 3, 27. He who hath Heard 
and Learned of the Father, cometh unto me. 


John vi. 44, 45. 5 
This Teachableneſs, certainly implyeth a 


| Readineſs to yield to Truth, tho? ever fo contrary 


to former Opinions. Mat. x. 14. John x. 25, 26, 
And a Readineſs 20 act, tho' it be contrary to 
former Practiſes. John viii. 44. 47. | 


Moreover, 


e 


- Moreover, a good and honeſt Heart carrieth in 
it, a real and great Concern about everlaſtingLife 
and Acceptance with God. Joh v. 44. 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
Or, a Readineſs to poſi pone the leſſer Inter- 
eſts of the Body, and the World, in order the 
better to ſecure the Intereſts of the Soul and E- 
ternity. Mat. x. 37, We have left all c. 

Great and fundamental Doctrines muſt be 
Plain l. They mult alſo be, | 

2. Such Doctrines as were zever denied or 
diſputed by good Chriſtians; but which all wiſe 
and good Chriſtians in all Ages and Places have. 
always agreed in. This 1s a neceſſary Conſe- 
quence of the former. And it mult be right in 
it ſelf; for if good Chriſtians have doubted or 
denied, or diſputed them; they cannot be eſ- 
ſential or fundamental ---for then denying them 
would be to unchriſtianize themſelves. | 
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* As I apprehend all neceſſary Truths are Plain; fo I think no 
Truth, Propoſition, or Object is propounded to our Faith that is Ju- 
tdeomprebenſible, or above our Reaſon; So that, as to the Object of 
Faith, or the Goſpel, the Diſtinction of Things above and Things 
contrary to Reaſon hath no Place; tho' adopted by many learned 
Men. Tho' many Points are revealed hich Reaſon or the Under- 
ſtanding cou'd not have found out; Yet no Doctrine reveal'd a; an 
Object of. Faith, and neceſſary to be believed, is above the Under. 
ſtanding of Man. For God has not required us to underſtand what 
is above our Underſtandings, or what we cannot underſtand. Nor 
is it poſſible to believe any Propoſition to be true (or falſe) till we 
17 7% know the Meaning of it, or underſtand the Terms: Unleſs we can 
ſuppoſe a wiſe God requireth us to be/iewe ave know not what. When 
we do under and it, we cannot believe it true, without Evidence. 
If any Propoſition is Self- contradictory, or Contradictory to any o- 
ther Self. evident, or proved Propoſition; We cannot have greater E- 
vidence of any Doctrine's being revealed of God, than we have that 
that Propoſition is not revealed by him for God cannot contradict, 


or deny himtelf. | 
| But, | 
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But you'll eaſily ſuggeſt, theſe Rules will re- 
duce the Liſt of 2 Articles to a very 
ſmall Number---It will do ſo, I grant; And this 
is one of the it, and one of the be/t Expedi- 
ents for uniting the Chriſtian World; and ſet- 
tling our Churches and Families in a State of 
Peace. And I may venture to affirm, that rl 
we reduce our Fundamentals by theſe Rules, and 
at the higheſt to the twelve Articles of.the . A- 
poſtles Creed.---All our Preaching for Peace and 
Love will be but empty and ineffectual Sounds. 
By this Expedient we {hall cut off from the Faith 
4 the Goſpel, from the Catalogue of Funda- 
mentals, many Articles which weak, or ill-mind- 
ed, miſtaken or contentious, as well as many good 
and learned Men have inſiſted on. I need not 
go to the Church of Rome for Inſtances, we 
have too many nearer Home, for Example. 
The Doctrine of original Sin, as far as not 
plain, as far as diſputed amongſt Chriſtians, can- 
not be a fundamental Doctrine. The mortality 
of the Human Race is denied by none: Its natural 
and moral Degexeracy is own'd by moſt. But that 
Poſterity are guilty of Adam's firſt Sin, in any 
other Senſe, than ſuffering thro” it, I think, an 
abſurdity, and an Impoſſibility; which a Chriß- 
tian ſhou'd be cautious of fathering upon the 
Goſpel of his Maſter Jeſus Chrilt.... I cannot 
ſee it to be a Part of the Faith of the Gaſpel for 


which we are to ſtrive. And it cannot be of 


hs 


Honour to its Author, for Preachers to annes 
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to his Goſpel any DoArines they are not able 


to defend. | 
The Doctrine of abſolute, unconditional Elec- 


tion of a ſmall Part of Mankind to eternal Life: 


And of Conſequence, the Preterition, or abto- 
lute Reprobation of far the greateſt part of God's 


own Children, equally related to God, equally 


ruin'd by another, equally needing, and equally 


capable of Help, Conſequently, limiting Redemp- 


tion, and the Spirit's neceſſary Aſſiſtance to the 
Former;---I think I ought to acknowledge, that” 


theſe are Doctrines which I am not able to de- 
fend; and theretore I give them up: They ap- 


pear to me, and I believe to moſt Men, incon- 
ſiſtent with Goſpel Declarations, and contradic- 
tory to its whole Deſign. They are fo injurious 


to the Wiſdom, Juſtice, Grace, Sincerity of God; 


ſo diſcouraging to Mankind; fo inimicous to Re- 
ligion, Virtue, Hope,---That I cannot think they 


are any Part of the Faith of the Goſpel. A very 


good Account may be, and has been given of 
the many Texts which ſpeak of Predeſtination 


and Election; without drawing in a Scheme fo 
diſhonourable to God. 


Many great and good Men, who, by the 


Current of the Times, the Prevalency of Opini- 


on, the Power of great Names, the Subtlety of 
Argument have received theſe Notions; yet 


ſaw ſomething in them ſo ſhocking, that they 
durſt not preach them. Particularly the learned 


and pious Mr. Hickman; who, tho? 
he receiv'd this Doctrine, wiſhes Pro- 
teſtant Miniſters wou'd be uy in 

| preaching 


#-ref. toAn. 


(19) 


preaching it; and in his latter Years | writes, 


- That the Day was yet to come, when be. ever 


freach'd a Sermon about Election and Reproba- 
tion. But the Goſpel Doctrine of God's e- 
lectiug the Gentiles in the Room of his antient 
elected People the Jews, to become the King» 
dom of his Son, is a Doctrine that no good Man 
need be afraid to preach to any People. 

The Doctrine of being juſtned by the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to us, is not ſo clear 
and intelligible a Way of talking, as becometh 
Chriſtian Divines talking to a number of plain, 
honeſt Souls deſirous to be inſtructed. A late con- 
ſiderable Writer *{ays, He who is jaſt, 1 a 
in this Life, not by a real inherent; but f. 
only by an imputed Righteouſneſs; ſhall _ 
be happy in the next Life, not by a real, but an 
imputed, imaginary Happineſs only.“ That e- 
very Man who belleverh and obeyeth the Goſ- 
pel, 1hall, thro? Chriſt, be accepted, is a plain 
Doctrine; Let us not darken it with Words with- 
out Knowledge. I [hall only add. 

That the Doctrine (of the Trinity, or) of 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, is a principal Doc- 
trine of the Goſpel; it is alſo a plain, intelligi- 
ble Doctrine; and what all Chriſtians have a- 
greed in and never diſputed. But it we give up 
any Points relating to this Doctrine, it is on- 
ly Humax Explications of it; and we give them 


up only becauſe, either wholly Incomprehenſi- 


ble to us, or utterly indefenſible by us. Now, 
J. judge, that no wiſe Chriſtian Miniſter will 


make any Doctrine a part of the Faith of the 
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Goſpel, but what he firdeth there. Nor will 
urge any Propoſitions as Goſpel Truths, but 

what he can land by ani defend; This is the 
true way of Honouring our Lord Fefus, and the 
only way to defend, maintain and ſpread his Re- 

ligion in the World. In conſequence of theſe 
Premiſſes, you and F muſt own that how widely 
ſoever weſeem to differ, either from one another, 
or from any of our Fellow Chriſtians ;\ of how 

_ warmly ſocver we diſpute our Differences, yet 
we apree in all great, ſundamental, neceſſary 
| Trutlis. We are agreed in Truths enow to lead 
us to Heaven, in Cale we live up to them on Earth. 


Apply the two forgoing Rules, and 'Y, if we' 
are not agreed in all Articles that are plain, and 
in which all former Ages of Chriſtians have al- 
ways agreed whe s 10 6 | F271] 0 4 
"TH inſtance but in one Article, tlie greateſt 
in the Goſpel, viz. that of the Trinity. Are we 
not agr&d} That God tlie Father, ſo loved the 
World as to fend his only begotten Son into it, 
Oc. That the Lord Jefus Chriſt was a Teach- 
er ſent from God ? That after he had deliver- 
ed his holy Doctrine and proved his divine Miſ- 
ſion, = died a Sacrifice to God.---That He a- 
roſe,---aſcended to Heaven, — That He hath all 
ower,--Is conſtituted Head of the Church,. 


Head over Angels and Men.—— That he will be 
univerſal Judge,---That he has Power to ſave,--- 
Are we tot agreed that be ſent down the Spi- 
nix of the Father on the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſ 
tians 0 them to preach the Goſpel to 
Mca, of. af Nations — That © God is teady 1. 
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his Spirit) to affiſt, ſanctify, comfort, petfecx 
thoſe who ſeek, value and improve his Ald? H 
we are agreed in theſe, is not this Agreement 
a juſt Foundation for Peace to the Churches of 
Chriſt, as to this great Article, and for talk - 
ing over Points of Difference calmly like Men, 
like Chriſtians, and like Friends? 
But to Sub/titate any Human Compoſures, whe- 
ther Articles, Creeds, Catechiſms, Confeffions, 
inſtead of the Goſpel, as a Rule of Tryal; or to 
annex them to the Goſpel as neceſſary to be be- 
lieved.---This is to give up the Scripture ſinici- 
ency, it is to return back into the Tents of Po- 
fery: and will in time facrifice the Cauſe. of 
Chriſt to Infidels. MY IN bas anette 
Let the jewiſh Sanbedrim try Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, not by the Oracles of the Old Tefta- 


ment, but by their Traditions, Acts xXxvi. 21. 


Let the Prieſts of Rome try Mens Faith by the 
Council of Trent, inſtead of the New Teſta- 
ment. But let not Preteants; let not Prote- 
ſtant-Diſſenters ſo far forget themſelves; fo whol- 
ly give up all their great Principles, as to ſet up 
any Human Compoſare as an Idol, and then let 
looſe their Anger againſt thoſe who will ot bow 
dewn te ite 1-590 OR, 01 2G T6 200 

It we pay that Regard to any Body of Men, 
tho? the moſt learned Aſſembly in the World 
which is due to Chriſt only; we make'a Chri 
of theſe Meny they: are our Rabbi. Miniſters 
are not. Servants of Men, not of their Fathers, 
or their Brethren; For who is Paul. who are 
Councils and Syneds, (not whom we helieve) 
ger Gillimꝰs derm. at Bon, but 
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but Mizi/ters by whom we believe in a higher 
Teacher. 1 Cor. 3, 

Let us then lay no other Foundation but what 
is laid; not Human Creeds and Catechiſms, but 
Jeſus; Chriſt and his Goſpel. And let us build 
upon this Foundation no Doctrines but what a- 
gree with the Foundation: what will ſtand 
the Trial of an Inquiſitive Age---and the Trial 
of the great Day. Let us keep to the Goſpel, 
as our only Staudard of revealed Truth; Let 
us diſtinguiſh Fate trom ſubordinate Truths. 
Let us always conſider thoſe as moſ? principal, 
whichare maſt plain, and are leaſt diſputed. Fi- 
nally, Let us judge thoſe the ſoundeſt Chriſ- 
tians and Miniſters, not who hit accidentally on 
the Truth, or who lagily believe as their Neigh- 
bours, or who are moſt confident: But thoſe 


who ſhewa Love to Truth, who, by hard ſtudy, 
ſeek it; who will fairly hear and examine; who 


honeſtly publiſi what they know, for the Bene- 
fit of others; and who live according to their 
Profeſſion. That Character ſo eflential to an 
Hiſtorian, © That he dare not report a Falſ- 
hood, and that he dare report the Truth,” ſhou'd 


not be wanting to a Chriſtian Miniſter. 


Thus far on the firſt Head---The Faith of 
the Goſpel. 0 be. 1 
II. What are the Means of preſerving this 
Faith; and in what Manner muſt Chriſtians de- 
fend the Faith of the Goſpel; the Chriſtian Re- 
velation? Anſ ter. yy 
By /triving ; ſtriving, together ; ſtriving with 
one Mind, one Soul, onè Affection; ane and 
„ the 
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the ſame divine, calm, wiſe, Brotherly Temper, 
as becometh the Schollars of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Need I ſay any thing to a Chriſtian Aſſem- 
bly on the Negative. = 
That you muſt uſe none of Satar's Weapons 


in defending the Truths and Cauſe of Chriſt. 


Our weapons are not carnal; not bitter Words, 
nor wrathful ones, to vex our own Spirits, and 
moleſt the Peace of others. Not bad Names and 
reviling Language, to ſtir up Men's worſt Paſ- 
ſions: Not Slanders, to hurt their Reputation: 
Not unfriendly Inſinuations, to give an indirect 
Wound: Not «njuft Uſage of any ſort; this may 
hurt him in his Temporals; and cannot mend 
him in his Spirituals. Let us leave it to the 
Church of Rome to ſcandalize, abuſe and burn 
Men, out of the lying Pretence of Zeal tor Chriſt 
and Religion. | 

Do we ſee a Neighbour in the wrong ; muſt 
we immediately grow angry at him; tho' he de- 
fires to be in the right? Is it our Duty to blaſt 
his Fame, to ſhun his Company, to put on him 
a Name that pointeth him out as a Man to be 
hated ? If we ſaw our Neighbours Ox or Aſs 


in a Ditch, muſt we go and ſmother him; and 


pretend it is out of Love: And, ſhall we uſe o 
Neighbour worſe than we wou'd uſe his Aſs? 
Doth he hurt 5%, by his own being in the 
wrong; No, his Error remaineth with himſelf. 


Job xix. 4. If he does thee no injury, fee that 


thou do him none. * 
Again, doſt thou think him in the wrong; 
juſt ſo he thinks of thee-—only he has perhaps 
2 


(24) 
alittle more Wiſdom and Grace than thou; and 
bears with thee, while thou haſt not Grace to 
bear with him. But let me ask, cht Right haft 

thou to think thy Brother in an Error -Has 
not he the ſame Right to think thee in one? 
. Nay, if he has examin'd Things better than 
Thou, his Right is better than thine. Suppoſing 
your Difference in Opinion ever ſo wide, hatt 
thou axy Right on this Account to treat thy Bro- 
ther il: He has juſt as much Right to treat 
thee ill: that is, you have neither of you any 
Right at all; for no Man can ever have a Right 
to do Wrong. D W | Hale d 

What then muſt be done, if I ſee a Chriſtian 
Brother in an Error? Why, you muſt examine 
well whether yoz are not the erroneous Man : 
Haſty and oenſorious Judges are very likely to 
be in the wrong. If, after due Examination, you 
ſtill oonxinue in the fame Mind; pit) him; put 
up a kind and tender Prayer for him ;---Nor, 
When on thy Knees, forget thy ſelt, as bein 

fill liable to Error. Offer to reaſon the Caſe 
with him; for Truth loves Examination, and 
well bear the Light: Lend him your beſt Help, 
ia$YoWwould a Traveller who has loſt his Road; 
Shew' bim from Reaſon and Scripture, that he 
is Miſtaken. But all the while treat him ex- 
Actly as you wou'd have him treat you. This 
is no more than common juſtice. It any Man 
act otherwiſe, he acts not only an Unchriſtian, 
but an Inhuman Part; not as a Servant of Jes 
ſus Chrift, but as an Agent of another Maſter. 
If vou are able, and have @ Call, in Meeknefs 
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mſtru thoſe who. oppoſe themſelves to the 
Truth. Thus ſtrive, ſtrive together, with a 
Unity of Affection to Chriſt and Souls, for the 
Faith of the Goſpel. This is a lawful, a com- 
mendable ſtriviag---And there are but too ma- 
tianity to ſtrive witÜutkk | 

If, inſtead of this Goſpel-method, you fhou?d: 
either treat your Brethren, your Chriſtian Neigh- 
bours and Chriſtian Miniſters, as Adverſaries, 
Enemies, Oppoſers: Or treat real Adverſaries 
to the Faith of the Goſpel with Railing, Re- 


ny Adverſaries to Truth, Oppoſers of Chriſ- 


_ viling, falſe Accuſations, or any Injuries. This 


wou'd be a great, a fundamental Error indeed; 
in regard it wou'd be breaking the two greateſt 
and moſt fundamental Laws of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
thoſe of Loving one another; and Doing as you 
wou'd be. done unto. And hereby you wou'd de- 
ſtroy the beſt Evidence of your Chriſtianity ; for 
if a Man ſay be loveth God; and that he believeth 
in Chriſt, and yet loveth net his Brother, he ts 
a Liar, the Truth is not in him. 1 John iv. 20. 
This hating and hurting Men, under pretence 
of Religion, is the very Spirit of Anti- chriſt, and 
the worlt Feature in the Image of the Beaſt, x 
John iv. 1, 5--2z. Calling conſcientious Chriſ- 
tians by ill Names, only for their upright Opi- 
nions, and teaching the way of Truth; and then 
doing to them ill Thizgs to incapacitate and diſ- 
quality them for publick Service, has been the 
conſtant Practiſe of the Anti- chriſtian Church, 
ever ſince Tyranny over Conſcience was brought 
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But when ſome Romiſh Churches, when ma- 
ny foreign Proteſtant. Churches, when the 
Church ot Eng/ana, are giving up theſe terrible 
Principles, and coming into a Spirit of Juſtice, 
Moderation, and of the Liberty wherewith Chriſt. 
hath made us tree.---Let not Proteſtant Dijſen- 
ters be the laſt who open their Eyes, the laſt in 
throwing; off this Remnant of Popety. 

My Friends: As I ſtudy the Glory of our own: 
Body, and our Advancement toward Chriftian 
Perfection - hope you'll allow me to deal tree- 
ly with you. If you can ju/tzfy expoling, abu- 
ſing any-upright Chriſtian Brother, for believ- 
ing what, upon Inquiry, he taketh to be Sacred, 
uſetul Truth: If you can jz/#zfy calling him by 
any unpopu'ar, odious Names: It you can i- 
fy Shyneſs towards his Perſon, or any ill Office 
to his Intereſt, Credit and Uſetfulneſs---P1] under- 
take to-ju/trfy all the Ill- manners, all the abuſive 
Names, all the Barbarous and Bloody Execu- 


tion of Jews, of Pagans, and of Papiſts againſt 


innocent Chriſtians in every Age, ſince the Name 


was known in the World. Let us then all a- 


gree des the.Camp of the Enemy, the Camp 
of Anti-chriltt. This we have not: done, till we 
allow every Man, every private Chriſtian, every 
chriſtian Miniſter fall Lilerty to uſe his own. 
Judgment, his own Conſcience, his own Eyes, 
in underſtanding his Bible as well as he can: 


And till we have learned to think xo worſe of a 


Chriſtian Brother for differing in Opinion from 
us, while he ſecks the Truth as honeſtly as we 
can pretend to do. Union in this one Point, as 
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it ſtrikes at the Root of Popery; fo it will at 
once put an End to all Church | yranny, Per- 
ſecution and Impoſition ; and extinguiſh all angry 
Contentions, and paſſionate Diſputes about Re- 
ligion. And I am much miſtaken, if any other 
Remedy will do it *. 

Notwithſtanding all our Diferences, and our 
Zeal tor Points wherein we differ; Yet, as I 
have obſerv'd before, we are agreed in all Points 
which are of Importance to lead us to Holineſs and 
Heaven; Let us but live and act ſuitably to the 
Doctrines we all own and believe, and we are 
fate. Shou'd not this Conſideration cool our 
Heats, and check our Pafſions, where ſo ill 
placed and ſo wrong applied ? 


3 — the whole, the Points following are, I apprehend, uncon- 
teſtable. | 
1. That the Truth of God, the Faith of the Goſpel needeth no ſuch 
Arms as Intrigue and Plot, Craft and Knayery, falſe Acculation, 
Clamour and Rage. | | 
2. That when any g Men, through a miſtaken Zeal; or any 
bad Men, through a hypocritical Zeal, imploy theſe Weapons on the 
ſide of Chriſt and Truth, they have always hurt the Cauſe ; and na- 
turally led Men to think the very Cauſe ſuſpicious, which muſt be 
defended by the Arms of Unrighteouſneſs. ET 
3. That theſe Methods are not allowed to any Diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt, but every where condemn'd in the Goſpel. ; | 
4. That the Cauſe of Error, the Cauſe of Anti chriſt always hath 
had, and alway will have Occaſion for fuch unhallowed Armour, nor 
can be upped any other Way. 
Therefore be aſſured, my Chriſtian Brethren, that our Lord an 
Maſter Jeſus Chriſt will never reckon himſelf honoured by Men, 
who break the greateſt and deareſt Laws of his Kingdom, tho? it be 
done out of Pretence to yindicate his Truth. | 
F No Attempt more dangerous than to oppoſe popular Opinions, 
tho groſs Errors, as Socrates found it, when he oppoſed the dear Er- 
ror of every Country and Town, every Trade — having a G 
of its on to protect it. Nothing more terrible than the Rage an 
Fury of a Mob eſpecially if ſtimu ated by cruel and worldly Prieſts. 
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- Is it not highly ſhameful for a Chriſtian to 
imploy more Zcal and Wrath againſt a Fellow- 
Chriſtian for an Opinion which he cannot help 
imbracing, becauſe he believeth it true; than 
againſt another or the ſame Fellow-Chriſtian for 
a Crime; a Sin committed againſt the Dignity 
and- Honour of the Son of God, as Law-giver of 
the World, and for which his own Conſcience 
condemns him? Which do you think is worſe; 
fiucere Opinions, or violent Paſſions, bitter Words, 
and unchriſtian Actions? 

The Proteſtant DissxxrERS, if I judge right, 
have been the moſt honourable and moſt uſeful 
Body of Proteſtant Chriſtians and Subjects in 
this Kingdom; as they have appear'd for 


Liberty Civil 
and and 
Love Religious. 


For LIBER T to ſearch the Scriptures, as the 
ſole Standard of Chriſtian Faith. Liberty to 
touſe our own Underſtanding in finding our, 
judging of and imbracing Truth.--Liberty ot act- 
ing in Religion agreeably to what every Man's 
Conſcience thought the true Senſe of the Scrip- 
ture; while they behaved as good Subjects and 
as good Neighbours. | 7 

Then Love has been their next Glory, Im- 
bracing and receiving one another upon the 
Terms of Chriſtianity; only as Chriſtians, as 
Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt ; and not upon the Prin- 
ciples of a Party, or upon any Terms Chriſt 


% 
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The Proteſtant Diſſenters, by appearing in 
this glorious Cauſe, and acting up to theſe noble 
Principles, have been the moſt honourable Body 
of Britiſh Proteſtants. Where had we long apo 
been, it God had not raiſed up a Number of 
brave Champions to appear on the Side of Truth, 
Liberty and Love; for a Scripture Religion and 
a Proteſtant Government ! ) 


But if the Diſſenters ſhall ever depart from 
theſe noble Principles, on u hich they ſtand as 
- Chriſtians, as Proteſtants, as Diſſenters: If ever 
it ſhall be a prevailing Temper, * That they 


6% will not allow either their Miniſters or their 
«c private Neighbours to ſtudy God's Word, to 
“ underſtand it as well as they can, to profeſs, 


„ publiſh and propagate, in a rational, Chriſtian 
« Way, whatever they believe, upon ſerious Ex- 
“ amination, to be God's Truth, and the Goſpel 


&« of Chriſt.” If they refuſe to acknowledge as 
Chriſtian Miniſters, and as Fellow Chriſtians, ſuch 
as believe in Jeſus Chriſt, as the Son of God ; who 
indeavour to underſtand and practiſe his Goſpel ; 
but ſhall confine their Communion to ſuch who 


are of a certain Opinion, or who receive ſuch a 
Sett of Human Notions. 


If ever it comes to this, That for imbracin 


„ and publiſhing what a Man believeth is the 


« Faith of the Goſpel ; he. ſhall be called and 
&« treated as a Heretick, an unſound Man, and 
be put under odious Names, hear ill things 
“ faid of him, and find ill Offices done agairſt 
« him.” It things ever come to this Paſs; The 
Diſſenters loſe their Glory and their Crown; they 


give 


1 
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giveup the beſt Cauſe in the World ; they adopt 
the worlt Part of Popery ; they rerurn into Spi- 
ritual Bondage and Slavery ; and go back to the 
very Gates of Rome. They will degenerate 
into a Contemptible Body, and become the 
Dregs of the Retormation. X 

For this Temper and Conduct wou'd in fact be 
to ſacrifice their Duderſtaudings, as Men; to give 
up the Sauſicic nc) of the Scriptures, and the Per- 
fection of the Goſpel, hile they own'd them- 
ſelves Chriſtians; it wou'd be to go back from 
the firſt Principles of the Reformation from Po- 
pery; and will render their Diſſent from th 
Church of Fz:/and Indefenſible. Wh 
Do not, Friends, thus ſtrangle your own Cauſe, 
the beſt Cauſe in the World. Nor be angry at 
Men wholay the Truth, the naked Truth before 
you ---- Who direct you to the true and only 
Way to keep your Crown and improve your Glo- 
ry. Who expoſe your Faults, Errors and Imper- 
fections only in order to a Cure. | 
But if you, my Friends, and other Diſſenters, 
are reſolved thus to go on; if you will treat ill 
your Miniſters, your Brethren, the Members of 


*The Spirit of fierce Contention for diſputable and dark Points: and 
a Spirit of Perſecution, if not cur d, will be a Mill Stone about the Neck 
of the Diſſenting Intereſt, which will infallibly ſink it. But we hope 
it is in a fair way of being cured. 

The only two Points which render the Diſſenting Intereſt a good 
and gloricus Cauſe, are Liberty and Love. When theſe are given up, 
it will be worth no Man's while to ſtand by it hut 1s it not gi- 
ven up, when People will not allow, their Brethren and Miniſters to o- 
pen their Sentiments with all Heneſt and Modeſt Freedom; and when 
they are //[-Treated for ſo doing? The former Conduct de- 
froys Liberty; the latter, Love. | | | 


your 
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: your own Body, for No OTHER Crime than 
- ſtudying the Scriptures, underſtanding them as 
2 well as they can, and opening to others what they 
> themſelves believe, and cannot but believe, to be 
2 Goſpel Truth. The Caſe will come to this Iſſue 
at Length, *That you'll either have no Miniſters, 


e or Men who are worth Nothing ; Men without 
| Learning, or without Honeſty; or who want 
— both. Or, it will come to this, That the Diſext- 
— ing Intereſt will be weakned by another Grand f 
n Diviſion, between THosz who are for a Scrip- | 
- ture Religion ; who adhere to the noble Princt- | 
e ples of Chriſtian Liberty, on which the Chriſ- 
6 tian, Proteſtant, Diſſenting Intereſt ſtands ; who s 
A keep to the great Law of Righteouſneſs and | 
it Love, receiving one another as Brethren, on the 
e Terms of the Goſpel: And THrost who are for 
y Human Standards of Faith, for a Set of dry O- 
J= pinions, for a Party Faith ---- And who are for 
= pronouncing Hereſy and Damnation on thoſe- 
| who come not up to their Standard, who cannot 
8, believe their Notions, nor bow down to the Idols 
ill Men have ſet up. | 
" If theſe Things are ſo, it is Time for Chriſ- | 
| tians, and for Chriſtian Miniſters to look about | 
ad dem; to unite themſelves, and to try to unite 5 


Others, upon the true, juſt, Catholick Principles 


MM of Chriſtianity, of the Reformation, and of the 
od Diſſenting Intereſt; that we and our People may 
8 both know and practiſe the glorious Liberty 
o- wherein we ſtand: And the glorious Laws of 
= Love, by which we ſhall be kept from crumbling 


into a weak, divided Faction; and {ball grow up 
ur into a lovely Body in Chriſt, If 


(32) 
If after all, any ſhou'd be unſatisfied, and ask, 
How then muſt Chriſtians and Minifters ſtrive 
for the Faith of the Goſpel? If what have ſaid 
is not ſufficient, I anſwer farther, _ 15 
MiNIs ERS muſt ſtrive as God ſtriveth with - 
Men, by the Cords of a Man and the Bands of 
Love -— As Jeſus Chriſt ſtrove with Men, by 
excellent Preaching, warm Perſwaſion, charita- 
ble Deeds, holy Living. ----As St. Paul himſelf 
ſtrove, by Arguments, by Apologics, by calmand 
mild Reaſoning, by patient Suffering. Miniſters 
muſt ſtrive for the Faith of the Goſpel, by hard 
Study, and a Reſolution to ſce Things themſelves ; 
and not to beled blind-fold by the Force of great 
Names. By Hoxeſty in declaring the whole 
Counſel of God; and opening the Scriptures as 
themſelves, after hard Study, underſtand them. 
=-- By Courage, in defending the Truths of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, with ſolid Arguments; being inſpired 
with the Love of Truth, and Love, to Souls. 
Pop x, Chriſtian People muſt ſtrive together 
for the Faith of the Goſpel, By /tanding up in 
Behalf of their Miniſters, in the Uſe of their 
private 'Fudgments; aſſerting their Miniſters 
Right and Liberty to open in a modeſt Manner 
every Part of God's Word, according to their 
Ability. By Attention to their Chriſtian Paſtors, 
whom they judge learned and upright ; giving 
them a fair, cool and patient Hearing, while they 
open all God's Word. By examining, with Calm- 
neſs and Candour, every Doctrine at the Bar of 
Reaſon and Scripture ; comparing dark Scriptures 
with plainer ; and dubious Points with ſuch as 


0339 
Are clear. By an Openneſs to Light and 
- Conviction; a Readineſs to relinquiſh what- 
- ever, upon; Examination,. appears wrong ; 
and to receive whatever. appears , Truth 
and Right, If MinisTerxs - muſt preach 


What they know and believe to be Goſpel- 


Truths, tho? contrary to received Opinions; 
People muſt, upon Conviction, receive them. 
This is no more than to bearten to God 
more than anto Men, which whether Right 
or no, let every Man Judge. Act iv. 19. 


By friendly Diſputations, Conferences 


and Debates; Theſe, govern'd without un- 
chriſtian Heats, and with a wiſc Spirit, are 
proper Methods to bolt or ſift out Truth. 
Ace xvii. 17. chap. xvii. 2. 7. Chap. xix. 9. 
This in ſome Countries, where a Vene- 
ration for eſtabliſh'd Opinions runs high, 
wou d be dangerous Mork: But our Civil 
Governours, as Guardians of Truth and 
Liberty, do protect their Subjects in all 
their Inquiries and Diſputes. And it 1s a 
part of Governing Juſtice to do thus. When 
Diſputes about Eſtates and other temporal 
Properties ariſe, our Governours do not 
{hut up all Courts of Equity and Juſtice in 
order to prevent, or put an End to, ſuch 
Diſputes. For this wou'd be the Deſtruc- 
tion of Property; But Liberty is given to 
each Party to make the beſt of their Cauſe, 
to produce all their Evidence; Free: debate 
is allow'd, and they have a fair Hearing. 
nr E The 
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The ſame Right hath every Man to make 
out his Claiin to Truty, to debate the Caſe 
fairly with whoever oppoſeth him; and as 
the Magiſtrate Poe him, no Man ought 
to blame him, for ſupporting his Opinions 
with the beſt Evidence he is able to pro- 
duce. 

But let all be done with one Mind, with 
Unity of Soul, with a Love to Truth, and 
Love to every Chriſtian Brother, how far 
ſoever he thinks difleringly from us. This 
indeed is the moſt natural Way of ſtriving for 
the Faith of the Goſpel. This is a Right e- 
qually belonging to all Chriſtians, of cant end- 
zug earneſtly for the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints; delivered by Feſas Chriſt, by St. 
Peter, St. Paul, St. James, St. John, St. 
Matthew &c. 1700 Years ago. Jude iii. Fi- 
nally, ſtrive for the Faith of the Goſpel, By 
Courage, to abide by the Truth, tho* you 
ſhou'd ſuffer for it. | 


This lead: me to the 

III. Head, The Conſtancy of Mind due 
in ſo noble a Cauſe, and on ſo great an 
Occaſion. In nothing terrified by your 


Oppoſers *. 


A glorious Inſtance of this Heroick Tem- 
per we have in the Perſon of our Author. 
Acts xx. 24. But none of theſe Things move 
me, (not the Sight of Bonds and Impriſon- 
| ments 


* Thus far was delivered in Publick. 


( 35 ) 


ments for declaring the whole Counſel of 
God, and preaching * the eſtabliſhed 


Opinions of the Jevoiſb neither 
f, 


count I my Life aear unto my ſelf, that 1 
might finiſh my Courſe with Joy, and the 
Miniſiry which ] have receiv'a, to teſtify 
the Goſpel of the Grace of God: You are 
to — for the Truth, not by perſecuting 
nk who think not as you do; not by cal- 
ling tor Fire from Heaven upon Schiſmaticks 
Hereticks, Lake ix. 55. But by bearing 
Perſcention trom Others: Not by -terrify- 
ing Others; but by not being terrified your 
ſelves. 

Bleſſed be God, we have at preſent no 
Terrors to fear from Magiſtrates and Tem- 
poral Powers: Nor perhaps any Others, 
except a few ſuch as the Phuippians were 
expos'd to from Men of the od Religion. 
Namely, The Terror of being Judg'd a 
Heretick, a Troubler of he World, of 
being calbd unſound, and of being put un- 
der other bad Names: The Terror of Ex- 
cluſion from Friend ſhip, of being doow?d to 
Damnation by Men: The Terror of bein 
reckon'd an Apoſtate from the Faith o 
our Anceſtors, ---- and the —— 
Terrors of all this unchriſtian Wrath and 
impotent Rage. Theſe, I muſt own, are 
ſtrong Temptations to keep a Man from 
ſtudying his Bible, from ſeeing any more 
than 4s Neighbours; and to impriſon the 


en in Unr ighteouſneſs. 
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But, my Brethren, if there ſhou'd be 
any Danger of ſuch Treatment, call in 
all the Aids of Virtue, call up the Generous 
Principles of Love to Chriſt and his Truth, 
Truſt in God, the Worth of a good Con- 
ſcience. In relyance on this divine Armour 
ſtand unmov'd, wnaffrighted by all theſe 
Terrors. 

Certain it is, That at leſs Co? of Educa- 
tion and Books; at leſs Pains in Study, at 
leſs Hazard of Reputation and a worldly 
Intereſt, we may be quite Orthodox, and 
think-as our Fathers and Neighbours think. 
But where then is our Faithfulneſs to Chriſt 
and Souls? Where our Love to Truth? 
Where our Chriſtian Courage ? 

To conclude this Head; Let vs bear in 
Mind that awful Paſſage of our Lord, Mat. 
x. 37. He obo loveth Father or Mother 
(that is, any worldly Intereſt) more than 
me (my Truth and my Cauſe) 7s not wor- 
thy of me. He is not worthy to be called 
either a Chriſtian or a Miniſter. Had 1 
left Room for Advices, or did I think there 
was Need of them. 

I. I wou'd to my ſelf and to my Brethren 
in the Miniſtry, recommend Miniſterial 
Honeſty, Uprightneſs and Sincerity, as the 
beſt Means to obtain that Fortitude and 
Courage deſcrib'd in the Text, Let us be 
hazeſt Men. (+4925 
1. Honeft to our Lord and Maſter Jeſus 
Chriſt ; by ſearching for his Truth _—_ 
oy p21 Wi 
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Will in the Original Records of the New 
Teſtament : Not in human Compoſures. 
Let us examine all that Men teach, | 
Doctrines and Words which the Holy Ghoſt 
has taught. Truth challengeth Examination, 
Error, tears and flees it. | 

2. Honeſt to Souls; by opening our Maſ- 
ter's whole Will, as far as we underſtand it; 
keeping back nothing that will be profitable 
to them; and yet deliver profitable Things 
in an acceptable Manner; not by the Dint 
of our awn Authority, but by the Power of 
ſtrong Arguments, and gentle Perſwaſions. 

z. Honeſt to Conſcience; by a ſincere 

Search after Truth, by daring to on it, 
by faithfully communicating it; and by be- 
ing the ſame good, holy, ſerious, diſin- 
tereſted Men, we wou'd: be taken to be. 

4. Honeſt to our Brethren; by doing to 
them as we wou'd think it ft, and wou'd 
calmly wh to be done by, were we in each 
others Caſe. Let this Honeſty run thro? 
all our Converſation, and a little of it be 


taken into our Pulpits. If there, or any 


where elſe, we treat a Brother ill in any 
Reſpects, for the Diſcharge of his Con- 
ſcience, for ſtudying the Scriptures, for 
delivering what he ſeriouſſy believeth is 
God's Truth, — we ſap the Ground we 
ſtand upon; we are ſo far acted by the Spi- 
rit of Antichriſt, we make a Puſh at Chrif- 
tianity, at the Reformation, at our Intereſt 
as Dilſenters; and ſo wound the beſt Cauſe 

\ II 
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in the World, thro? the Sides of an Innocent 
Brother. I ſay Innocent; for ſuppoſe he 
ſhou'd be miſtaken, and in an Error; yet if 
he deſires to know the Truth, and takes due 
Pains to find it out, he is not only innocent 
in his Error; but more Innocent than he 
who is in the Right thro? Lazineſs, Igno- 
rance or Chance, but wanteth his Love 
to the Truth, and haih not taken his Pains 
to find it. As Love to the Truth is the 
moſt excellent Preſervative from danger- 
ous and deſtructive Errors. 2 The. ii. 10. 
So it qualifieth a Man for Acceptance with 
God, in Points in which he is miſtaken, 
Rom. xiv. 2, 3, 6. This Honeſty of Heart 
is alſo the belt Preparative for receiving and 
underſtanding divine Truth. 1/a. vi. 9. Ho/. 
xiv. 7 John viii. 47. ch. x. 27. ch. xviii. 37. 

This Honeſty of Heart carrieth in it that 
Purity of Intention which will ſecure us 
from a worldly Temper, from mean and 
ſelfiſh Views, from a ſecular Management, 
and from whatever wou'd hinder us from 
ſeeing the Truth our ſelves; or from an 
unworthy flattering of Others, either in 
their Errors, or their Vices, Without this 
Honeſty, this Faithfulneſs, we ſhall all of 
us repent that ever we were Miniſters. 

II. Advices to Chriſtian People. 

1. Let your Religion be a Goſpel Re- 
ligion; drawn thence, tried there. Not on- 
ly. allow your Miniſters to ſtudy the Bible, 
and to open it, every Man according to the 
Ability 


fat 
(0839 
Ability God hath given him. But ſe this 
Liberty your ſelves, that yours may be 4 
Faith not in the Articles and Catechiſms 
of Men, but in the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

It is not our Buſineſs to ſee or believe 
for you : but to help you to ſee your ſelves, 
by the beſt Light we can ſhed upon you. 

It is the grand Article of Porexy, © That 
<« private Chriſtians are not toſee and judge 
1 br themſelves, but other Men are to ſee 
« and judge for them.“ 3 

It is the great Proteſtant Principle, That 
* every Man is to uſe his own Eyes, to ſee, 
4 underſtand, believe and judge for him- 
4 ſelf, with the beſt Helps he can obtain.” 
Tf the Proteſtant Principle be true, than 
no Council of Proteſtant Divines have any 
more Authority to judge for us, than the 
. Popiſh Council of Trent. Then no Mini- 
ſter, no private Chriſtian is to be blamed 
for underſtanding his Bible as well as he 
can, nor for helping others to underſtand it, 
tho” he underſtandeth ſome Texts differing- 
ly from Fathers and Neighbours. It t 
Popiſb Principle be true, and Others have 
Authority to underſtand and interpret Scrip- 
ture for us, and we are oblig'd to believe as 
they do.---Then the Biſhop of Rome, and 
the many Councils of learned Men before 
the Reformation; or the Convocation of 
Biſhops, Oc. in England, have as good a 
Right to interpret Scripture for us, as cer 
| | , en; 
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Men; and our Departure from the Church 
of Rome was a wrong Step. 

984 The Objection that * Celſus * 
Lid. 15 againſt the Chriſtians, was their 
great Credality; that only a ſtrong 
Faith was requiſite without Examination; 

that i is, believe, but do not try +. 

God grant this may never 45 a juſt Ob. 
Ie, as if there was any thing in our 
Religion that wou'd not bear Examination. 
Let us never give Occaſion for ſo ſhame- 

Jula Charge. See that your Religion be 
indeed the Faith of the Goſpel. 

2. Let it be a peaceful Religion, manag- 
ed with a Chriftian Spirit, a Divine Tem- 
per, with a Unity of Heart, under all the 
"Differences of the Head. Let it be a Re- - 
ligion quite the Reverſe of the Devils Re- | 
Aion *. The Religion of Chriſt, the Wiſ- f 
"doin from above is peaceable and gentle. 


| + Burnet de fide. p. 3. 
The Devil's Religion conſiſt of theſe Articles. 
3 Seeg Faith without © a holy Life. The Devils believe, Ja. 
11 1 
bas " Orthedex „ie or 2 ſound Judgment, without Grace 
"and Virtue. I know thee wwho Thou art, the holy one of God. 
- Mark i. 24. 
Furious Zoal, like raging Waves of the Sea, without Cha- 

tit and Love. Jude ix. 13. 
Bitter Railings, and fierce contending about Trifles ; as a- 


18 the Body of Mo ade ix, 
— We. Per ſecuti — was of the Devil, when he flew 


His Brother. 1 John iii. 12. AY: , 
* Subtlety, Lying, Fagſbood, He is the Accuſer of the Brethren, 415 
Snares as a Fowler, and cunning Devices, —Rev.'2 xii. 10. ER 


Zech. ji. 1. "Job. 1. 9, cheii, 37. 
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(1.) As a Part of this Temper, learn to 
value Men according to their real Worth. 
How abſurd, how mean, how full of Bi- 

gottry, to prefer a Man of a Worthleſs, 

2 of a wicked Character, if of aur 

O inion, before one of a. thouſand good 
Qualities, who happens a little to differ 
from us! + e 


$ 22 


It is a ſad Caſe, and a bad Time, when 
either Learning or Virtue ſhall expoſe: a 
Man to danger. If you value Men and 
* Miniſters for real Worth, your Efteem will 
- be ſupported by wiſe and Chriſtian Me- 
thods. But ill-grounded Eſteem will be ex- 
preſſed and ſupported by Methods weak, 
if not worle. | 1 


(2.) As a farther Branch of a peaceable 
Religion, guard againſt Cenſorionſueſs. This 
has been a very prevailing Vice, even a- 
mongſt Proteſtant Diſſenters. But is there 
no Balm in Gilead, no Phyſician to under- 
take this dreadful Diſtemper *, which has 


| + See Billing/ly at Morgan's Ordin. 
| Bad-men may not only have right Notions, but they may 
havea ſtrange Talent at Prayer, and a Knack at Preaching — 
for Volubility of Tongue depends upon the Modification of 
% the Brain and the Conſtitution of the Blood; not on the Diſ- 
= poſition of the Heart. 
1. * Religious or Orthodox Madneſs, 
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| fed not the Vulgar only, but ſome wiſe and 
good Men into very raſb, very ſevere, and 
very amjaſt Judgments of their Brethren, 


Of old, Nathaniel was carried away with 
the common Prejudice, Can any good thing 
come out of Nazareth? As the moſt in- 
nocent Perſons. and Things may be ſpoke 
ill of, Philip adviſeth him to examine and 
try, uſe his own Eyes and his own Judg- 
ment, Come and ſee - Do not judge from 
the. Reports of weak, of prejudiced, of 
paſſionate Men; but come and ſee Let 
'a' Spirit of Wiſdom and Chriſtian Love 
dirett you in all the Judgments. you make 
of Miniſters and Fellow-Chriſtians. In the 
;* PraQtiſe of '#beſe Advices, under the In- 
fluence of the great Principles I have ſet 
before you, we ſhall grow up into a well 
united, lovely Body of Chriſtians, to a 
perfect Stature in Chriſt Jeſus; and no Pow - 
ers thall- ever prevail againſt us. 


1 POST- 


l t * 4 „ 
Py N 
* * 8 
5 | 
1 « N 
1 1 
„4 
, . 2 * k 
: 
| x $4, 2 : — 


d n 4 , x „ w' + 
1d 3 4 OY * > , » . | "\ , 15 
POSTSCRIPT. 
th IJ Tis juſt Ground both of Wonder and 
* Lamentation, to find a Diſcourſe whol- 
ly intended, and well fitted to promote 
10 Peace, upon equal, honourable and catho- 


liek Terms, producing Contention : A. Diſ- 
8 + courſe ſo much adapted to cam Men's Faſ- 


of ſions, yet ſtirring t em up. an 
. This Effect cannot poſſibly, with the 
he leaſt colour of Reaſon and Juftice, be charg- 
- ed on the Preacher or the Sermon; in wic 
3 there is not one Paſſage that hath a Ten- 


dency to Paſſion and Contention. Lheſe, 

F therefore muſt be charged, where I think, 
en „% _ every ſenſible, cool and impartial Chriſ- 
tian will charge them, on a Diſtemper yet 
* ſubſiſting in Mens Minds; and which they 
are unwilling ſhou'd be cured, 


Not only the moſt inzocemt, but the Beſt, 
and the beſt intended Diſcourſes may Occa- 
ſion Paſſion and violent Contention, wit» 
neſs the Sermons of CursT, of Peter, 
Stephen and Paul, Mark's. 34. Lake xii, 
49, 13. Jobn x. 19, 21. Afis iv, 2-29, 
ch. v. 33. ch, vi. 10, 15. ch. xili. 4550. 
ch, xiv, 2, 5, 19. ch. xv. A, 2, 5, ch. xvii. 5, 
ch. xxi. 20, 21727. 28, 30, 315 36. ch. xxĩi. 
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And 4 the Hearers, let every Man judge. 
Let me add, That if Love and e 165 
niverſa Love and =! amongſt all good 
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be a Practical 
8 TS i 
And it the ſole:1 engency. 10 let 
the Minds; Families and 5 * 
eu Chtiſtiane in Peace, upon 1 Jutf and 
truly Christa; Then the Tendency of he 
1 S88m0n { is Farce, Wolly - Pragtical : 
And if. it does not r 
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